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Canadian Don Hatton successfully completed Stage 2 of the Rally International de Tunisie
in 24th position for the day. Don was 2 hours and 9 minutes behind the leader Chalelo
Lopez of Chili. This places Don in 29th position overall in the rally and 6th in his class with
four more days of competition to come.

It was an incredibly hot day, temperatures in the high 30 degrees Celsius, with a winding
route through the sands of Tunisia. This was the first day of racing in the sand dunes that
all the competitors were looking forward to. Don is not reporting any ongoing issues with
his motorcycle after yesterday’s mechanical delay.

Stage 3 will be a loop from Nekrif back to Nikrif totaling 265 kilometers in length. It is
reported to be a fast special with a mix of small sand dunes, canyons and winding rocky
tracks. As the organizers note: “ there will be something for everyone”. They are also
reminding riders to “follow the right bearings through the sea of dunes” as the “track keeps
disappearing under the wheels”. 

Rally Raid Racing Factoid – things you might not kn ow or thought of :

We think of rally racing as a fast cross country style of racing. Going from point A to point B as fast as
you can. When in actuality it is a navigation rally held at speed. A rider must be able to navigate through
unknown territory with just a route book and a compass. No GPS units are used and they must hit
certain check points to ensure they are on course. If they miss a check point they may be docked a
timing penalty or if they miss more than one they may be disqualified from the race. Being fast is not
good enough to win at Rally Raid – you must be fast and on route to win.

For more information and photos check out www.rallyraidcanada.com
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